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scientific imagination works and has applicability
to experience. But, when we try to pass from effi-
cient cause to the notion of purpose or of morality,
we find ourselves driven back on the fundamental
constitution of knowledge, and see that it is only
through the unifying and relating action of a self-
conscious subject that knowledge is possible or things
exist for us at all. And this is the reason why we
are able to say that the Unity or Continuity of
nature is a principle or law of experience.1 Were
that principle not involved in knowledge, there
would be no world of nature for us at all. The
empirical interpretation of evolution, which has
been hitherto adopted, has made the negative side
of this truth sufficiently evident: it has shown that
we cannot, on empirical ground, reach the end or
purpose of human nature The question thus arises^
whether what may be called the " metaphysical" or
"transcendental" interpretation of evolution can
show the reason of. ihis defect and suggest a
remedy.

The insufficiency of the empirical way of look-
ing at things is seen most clearly when we at-
tempt to make the transition just referred to, and fj^
determine an end for conduct.   It seems often to tirial C)

1 Cf. Stirling, Secret of Hegel, ii 615 : " One grand system,
unity of type, all this must be postulated from the very constitu-
tion of human reason , but from the very constitution of experi-
ence as well, it can never be xeahsed in experience."